EASTER

What The Resurrection Means For Us
If you think the resurrection of Jesus is hard to believe, so did those
closest to Jesus.
Mark 16:1-4 - When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the
mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint
Jesus’ body. 2 Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they
were on their way to the tomb 3 and they asked each other, “Who will roll the
stone away from the entrance of the tomb?” 4 But when they looked up, they
saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away.
John 20:1-2 - Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from
the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple,
the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb,
and we don’t know where they have put him!”
Luke 24:9-12 - When they came back from the tomb, they told all these
things to the Eleven and to all the others. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna,
Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the
apostles. 11 But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed
to them like nonsense. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb.
Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went
away, wondering to himself what had happened.
The resurrection of Jesus created Christianity. We do not believe the
resurrection is true simply because the Bible says so. We believe the
resurrection is true because of
.
Acts 4:17-20 (The elders and teachers of the law said,) “To stop this thing
from spreading any further among the people, we must warn them (Peter and
John) to speak no longer to anyone in this name.” Then they called them in
again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of
Jesus. But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to
you, or to him? You be the judges! As for us, we cannot help speaking about
what we have seen and heard.”
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What The Resurrection Means For Us
1 Peter 1:3-7 - Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In
his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can
never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who
through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation
that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice,
though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of
trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of
greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may
result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.
1) Heaven

. v. 3-4

2) Suffering in this life only makes us have a
. v. 6-7
If we never experienced pain, heartache, or suffering in this world, we
would never want to leave it. God’s desire is for us to want to be with Him.
3) God is
. v. 3
Romans 8:31-35, 37-39 - If God is for us, who can ever be against us? Since
he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he also
give us everything else? Who dares accuse us whom God has chosen for
his own? No one—for God himself has given us right standing with himself.
Who then will condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus died for us and was
raised to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor at God’s right
hand, pleading for us. Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love?
Does it mean he no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are
persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death?
No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ,
who loved us.
And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love.
Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today
nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate
us from God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the earth below—
indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love
of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

